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Gaming Commission Adopts Enhanced  
Harness Racing Wagering Options  

 
The New York State Gaming Commission today announced the adoption of three new 
wagering rules that will provide bettors more options in the sport of harness racing in 
New York.     
 
“The new wagering formats will provide increased opportunities for bettors, and, we 
hope, increase interest in the sport. Any increase in handle is beneficial, as it ultimately 
leads to incremental purse offerings at racetracks here in New York,” said Commission 
Executive Director Robert Williams.    
 
“We’re excited to offer these new wagers to our customers,” said John Matarazzo, 
Director of Racing Operations at Saratoga Raceway. “The new Pick Six and Super High 
Five wagers can create large jackpots for the lucky winners and increase fan interest in 
our sport. Lowering the number of runners allowed for triple wagering will also be 
beneficial since triples are one of our most popular wagers.”  
 
“We’re pleased that the Gaming Commission has approved these new betting options for 
harness racing,” said Jim Mango, Chief Operating Officer of Buffalo Raceway. “The Pick 
Six and Super High Five will help New York tracks engage bettors, increase handle and 
make harness racing more competitive.”    
 
The rules were adopted by the Commission at the November 30, 2020 meeting and will 
take effect on upon publication in the State Register. 
  
The rules adopted are as follows: 
 
Pick Six Jackpot  
The Pick Six Jackpot rule, also known as the “Rainbow or “Jackpot” wager, will appeal to 
bettors by providing a larger prize when there is only one winning wager from a pool. If 
there is more than one winning ticket, then the major portion of the day’s pool is paid out 
to those who selected six of six winners, and the minor pool is added to the carryover. 
The carryover gets paid out when there is a unique winning ticket, or when there is an 
intermediate or final distribution approved by the Commission, which would occur at the 



end of a race meeting. This new wager parallels the Commission’s Thoroughbred racing 
pick-six jackpot rule.      
 
Jackpot Super High Five Pools 
The new wager option requires the selection of the first five finishers in a single race in 
the correct order of finish. The entire pool would be paid to the bettor with a unique 
winning ticket, if there is only one winning ticket. If there is not only one winning ticket, 
the net pool would be split into a major pool and minor pool. The major pool would be a 
carryover in the next Jackpot Super High Five pool and the minor pool would be divided 
among all winning wagers. Additionally, the rule provides for contingencies in the event 
of dead heats and races with fewer than five entrants. 
 
Triple Wager 
The new rule amends the triple wager rule for harness racing, which requires the 
selection of the first three finishers in a single race in the exact order of finish by reducing 
the number of entries in a race for which the triple is permitted from six to five.   
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